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	WHAT IS THE REED BUNTING?


The reed bunting is typically a bird of wetland and wetland margins.  Over the last 30 years, however, it has increasingly used drier habitats, spreading into farmland landscapes traditionally associated with the closely related yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella).

	Where IS IT found in the uk?


The reed bunting is a resident and winter visitor to the UK.  It is found throughout the UK, though it is scarcer in the uplands and the far north and west.  There are also some gaps in its distribution elsewhere but with no clear pattern.

	Why IS THE REED BUNTING of 

	conservation importance?


Recent studies have suggested that there has been a long-term decline in numbers of the species.  From the late 1960s to the mid 1970s there seems to have been a relatively high population level in the UK, but this was followed by a very marked decline of over 50%, between 1974 and 1983.  This decline was most severe in the north and west of the UK.  The present population appears to have stabilised at this new lower level over the last decade.  The national population is estimated at 220,000 pairs.  Elsewhere in Europe the reed bunting is common and widespread, and is not of conservation concern.

	the REED BUNTING in the durham area


	HOW HEALTHY ARE THE LOCAL POPULATIONS OF THE REED BUNTING?


In Durham the reed bunting is a fairly common but local resident, possibly also a small-scale passage migrant and winter visitor.  There have been local losses; the reed bunting is missing from at least six 10 km squares where it was formerly present in Durham, with only one square where the species has appeared.  It can reach densities of 1.38 pairs per hectare in its most favoured mosaic of wetland and scrub habitats.  A total Durham population range of between 510 and 850 pairs has been calculated, based on observation in Gateshead Borough and working on the assumption that this is typical of the whole of Durham where the reed bunting occurs.

	HOW MUCH DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE REED BUNTING in the Durham Area ?


Some small-scale monitoring work of some populations is being undertaken at isolated sites, such as at Shibdon Pond L.N.R., by local ringing groups and countryside managers.  Ringing and monitoring is being encouraged through the British Trust for Ornithology’s ringing scheme, since the bird ahs been identified as being of particular interest and for which extra information on reproductive success and adult survival are needed.

	WHERE HAS IT BEEN FOUND IN THE DURHAM AREA?


The reed bunting is quite widely distributed, being reasonably common at wetland sites and also in a number of drier habitats, such as field headlands in the Durham area.  It is principally a lowland species, with only some 3% of occupied tetrads in Durham being located above 130 metres above sea level.  This local trend is confirmed by national maps which show higher breeding densities occurring at lower altitudes.  The few occupied tetrads in the west of Durham are concentrated in the river valleys. It is increasingly found in drier habitats, the use of which may have started in the 1930s, the trend spreading through the 1950s and accelerating in the 1960s; it can now often be found utilising oilseed rape crops.  The use of this latter habitat may now be widespread in lowland Durham, although it is probably overlooked.  Some of the largest concentrations of occupied tetrads are in the Wear lowlands, in the centre of Durham, with other concentrations in and around the mouth of the Tees, to the south, and the river Don in South Tyneside.

	THE REED BUNTING IS AT RISK FROM:


Like many wetland species the reed bunting is adversely affected by wetland drainage.  Numbers of reed buntings in wetland habitats appear to be declining.  The loss of small ponds, unsympathetic river modification and the encroachment of scrub and carr (wet woodland) are all likely to affect reed buntings.  The main period of recent land drainage was in 1968-86 when watercourses and field drains were modified on a large scale, leading to a loss in the quantity and quality of the reed bunting’s wetland habitats.

Long periods of snow cover impact on winter survival of this ground-feeding bird.

Intensification of farming.  The decline in the reed bunting occurred at the same time as declines in the numbers and range of other farmland birds, many of which share its diet of cereals, grass and week seeds and feed their young on insects (eg linnet Carduelis cannabina and tree sparrow Passer montanus, skylark Alauda arvensis, grey partridge Peridx perdix). This is corroborated by the observed increased use of winter feeding stations by the reed bunting in recent years, 
Reed bunting
presumably in response to a reduced winter food supply.  The decline of the reed bunting and other farmland birds is likely therefore to be related to changes in agricultural practice, particularly the increased use of fertilisers and pesticides, the switch from spring-sown to autumn-sown crops and the consequent loss of winter stubble fields for feeding, and the general loss of farmland habitat diversity.

	THE REED BUNTING B ENEFITS FROM:


Beneficial management of wetlands.  River, stream and ditch banks should only be cut every other year to ensure that some cover is retained for nesting and breeding.  Boggy corners of fields should be retained.  Ponds with good fringe vegetation should be maintained and new ponds created to provide nesting and feeding habitat.

	Important habitats for  the reed bunting



	Marsh
	**

	Ponds, lakes and reservoirs
	*

	Fen
	*

	Reedbed
	

	Farmland
	**

	Hedgerows
	

	Farmland headlands
	

	Adjacent rough grassland and scrub
	

	Oilseed rape crops
	


The provision of feeding areas.  Adult reed buntings feed on or near the ground on a variety of insects and seeds.  Chicks are fed on insects until they fledge.  Selective herbicides should be used that only target specific problem weeds.  Broad-spectrum insecticides should be avoided to ensure that sufficient insects remain for food.  In winter reed buntings feed on winter stubbles and root crops.  Reed buntings, like many other birds that use farmland, benefit from leaving flower-rich margins around the edges of fields (strips about 2-6 m wide).  These can either be naturally regenerated or conservation game crops.

The availability of nesting habitat.  Reed bunting nests are either well hidden on the ground or can be up to 4 metres off the ground in bushes, tall wetland vegetation (such as reeds) or in tall crops such as oil-seed rape.

	OTHER species ACTION PLANS COVERING ISSUES RELEVANT TO THE reed bunting



	Great crested newt
	**

	Water vole
	**

	Small pearl-bordered fritillary
	**

	Brown hare
	**

	Barn owl
	**

	Corn bunting
	*

	Grey partridge
	**

	Linnet
	*

	Tree sparrow
	*


N.B.
**    indicates action plan produced in 1998.

*      indicates action plan  produced in 1999. 
	the reed bunting and the law:


The reed bunting is listed in the EC Birds Directive and on Appendix II of the Berne Convention.  Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird (apart from a few quarry or pest species listed in Schedule 2 of the Act) or to take, damage or destroy the nest (whilst being built or in use) or eggs.  It also prohibits the possession of wild birds (dead or alive) or their eggs.
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	tARGETS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE REED BUNTING IN the DURHAM AREA:



	
	
	DATE

	Target 1
	Maintain the current range and populations of the reed bunting above the present level.


	ONGOING

	Target 2
	Restore the reed bunting to its former range and increase its local population levels to those before the large scale national declines of the 1970s and 1980s.


	2008

	Target 3
	More accurately monitor the status of the reed bunting in Durham.


	ONGOING

	Target 4
	Create or extend wetland habitat at 10 suitable sites for Reed Bunting.


	2003

	Target 5
	Protect 5 key sites for reed bunting in Durham through designation.


	2003

	Target 6
	Improve the management of all key wetland and agricultural sites to this species.


	ONGOING


GUIDE TO ABBREVIATIONS USED IN ACTIONS CHART OVERLEAF:

	CDHP
	County Durham Hedgerow Partnership

	DBC
	Durham Bird Club

	DWT
	Durham Wildlife Trust

	FWAG
	Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group

	GNF
	Great North Forest

	LA21
	Local Agenda 21

	LAs
	Local Authorities

	MAFF
	Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

	RSPB
	Royal Society for the Protection of Birds


	REED BUNTING ACTIONS



	ACTION


	DATE
	POSSIBLE PARTNERS


	MEETS 

	POLICY AND LEGISLATION
	
	
	

	1. Discourage the development on any sites known to hold reed buntings; liaise with Planning Authorities. 
	2000
	DBC, DWT, LAs
	1,4,6

	2. Protect key local wetlands for the reed bunting through designation as second tier wildlife sites and list in strategic planning documents such as Unitary Development Plans.
	2003
	DBC, LAs
	1,4,5,6

	SPECIES MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION
	
	
	

	3. Increase the number of, or establish, winter feeding stations in areas which might be suitable for attracting reed buntings.
	2003
	DBC, Site owners
	1,2

	SITE SAFEGUARD AND MANAGEMENT
	
	
	

	None
	
	
	

	RESEARCH AND MONITORING
	
	
	

	4. Monitor and document the status of the species through the work of DBC, local ringing groups, BBS (Breeding Bird Survey) and other surveys.
	ONGOING
	DBC, Durham Ringing Group, Durham Dales Ringing Group
	3

	ADVISORY
	
	
	

	5. Work in partnership to advise agricultural land managers on how to maintain sites for the reed bunting.
	2003
	DBC, FWAG
	1,2,6

	6. Alert land-managers to the availability of grants, such as Countryside Stewardship, and of contact numbers of key partners/contacts.  
	ONGOING
	DBC, FWAG
	1,2,6

	7. Encourage the retention of winter stubble by landowners – to improve winter feeding opportunities.  This might be achieved by encouraging farmers to leave small unploughed strips of stubble close to hedgerows.
	ONGOING
	CDHP, FWAG, 
	1,2,6

	8. Encourage wetland creation schemes around Durham and advise land managers on the retention and improvement of marginal wetland for this species.
	ONGOING
	FWAG, GNF, LAs
	1,2,4,6



	9. Encourage farmers to leave untended plots around farmland and not to spray field headlands with herbicides.
	ONGOING
	FWAG, LAs, MAFF
	1,2,6

	COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLICITY
	
	
	

	10. Publicise the importance of small local wetlands to the reed bunting.
	2003
	DWT, DBC, LA21, RSPB
	1,2,4,6

	11. Use the reed bunting as a flagship in environmental interpretation and education for conservation of wetlands, and also to raise the profile of the plight of lowland farmland birds.
	2003
	DWT, DBC, LA21, RSPB
	

	ALL OBJECTIVES
	
	
	

	12. Produce guidance notes/leaflets for landowners to support actions 5-9.
	2003
	DBC, FWAG
	


Reed bunting 





Emberiza schoeniclus








STATUS	On the Middle List of the UK Steering Group Report.  On the BTO High Alert list.  Listed in the relevant national Red Data Book.  Possibly declining.











